
VIETNAM VETERANS’ ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA
BRIBIE ISLAND & DISTRICT SUB-BRANCH INC.


Minutes of the

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
5th March 2025


	1.	President declared the meeting open.		Time 0900hrs

				
2	President welcomes members. – The ODE


3.	Attendances- 

Ordinary Members 13    Associate Members. 4   Visitors.  0     Apologies 8
 
  		
Moved by – Col Schulte		Seconded – Ken Lang			CARRIED


4.	Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 6th March 2024

	The secretary read the minutes for the AGM held 6th March 2024
	
Business arising from minutes

	There was no business arising for the minutes

Moved by - Bren Vellacott	Seconded - Geoff Forsyth			CARRIED


5	President’s Report – 

The president shared the information regarding the Forensic Accounting action being undertaken for the accounts at Remembrance House.

There was no business arising from the Presidents Report

Moved - Rod Devenish-Meares	Seconded – Wayne Murphy		CARRIED
		
	
6.	Treasurer’s Report – 

Copies of the account were given to all members present and the treasurer gave a summary of the financial situation of the association.

There was no business arising from the Treasurers Report

Moved - Wayne Steley	 	Seconded – Bill Wilson			CARRIED


7.	All committee positions are now vacated.




Mr PETER JACKSON is to take chair of the election of 2025 committee





8	Election of Office Bearers 2025

Nominations and seconding received for the following committee positions

	President – Rod Devenish-Meares
President – Michael Daley 

As per section 11.12.5 a vote was taken whilst the two candidates were absent from the building	. The members decided on an open vote by show of hands.
Rod Devenish was elected President

	President – Rod Devenish-Meares

Vice President – Mick Ohlin

	Vice President/Office Manager – Arnie Langstone

	Secretary – Ernie Hall  

	Treasurer – Wayne Steley

	Committee Member – Col Schulte

	Committee Member - 

	
9.	The following members were elected as the executive committee for 2025

President – Rod Devenish-Meares

Vice President – Mick Ohlin

	Vice President/Office Manager – Arnie Langstone

	Secretary – Ernie Hall  

	Treasurer – Wayne Steley

	Committee Member – Col Schute

	Committee Member - 

	
The 2025 elected committee will now take the chair and continue meeting

	
	The secretary thanked those who were nominated for the committee.


10.	Call for Ex Officio committee members 2025

		Nominations from the floor for Ex Officio committee members are

Park Manager – Mick Ohlin

Grants Officer – Ernie Hall 

Fund Raising Officer – Margaret Devenish-Meares

	The following were elected as Ex Officio members of the committee 2024

Park Manager – Mick Ohlin

Grants Officer – Ernie Hall 

Fund Raising Officer – Margaret Devenish-Meares





1. Appointment of a payment confirmation authority, approve payments from current accounts.

Nomination for position – Secretary - Ernie Hall 

Nominated By – Wayne Steley         Seconded By – Rosie Forsyth		CARRIED				


General Business:


1. Continuation of Sausage sizzles – Brennan Park

· At the recent Executive Meeting it was proposed that the Brennan Park Sausage Sizzles continuing through 2025 could be beneficial to other likeminded ‘not for profit’ groups by having some special support day, whereby the funds raised on that specific day would go to a nominated NFP group.
· This could also allow other NFP groups to attend the event and help on the day, relieving the burden on VVA Bribie Island volunteers.
· This is also a way of easing the issue of certain NFP requesting donation from our subbranch.


The members unanimously voted in favour of the proposal by the executive that ‘Special Days’ supporting other NFP organisations and these organisations are to be contacted and requested to accept the opportunity under the condition that help is provided on the day of the event. 



        2.	Continuation of Sausage sizzles – Triathlons

· We have been notified that the current organizer of the Triathlons is resigning, which will mean certain changes in the running of the event.
· The funds raised on these days are varied and as with many of these events, the same names keep appearing as volunteers on these days.
· Continuing these events is questionable due to 2 factors

·  the value of funds raised. 
·  the lack of volunteers willing to attend the event

The members unanimously agreed that` the VVAA Bribie Island will cease providing Benson for the Triathlons after the dates already agreed the last being Sunday 23rd March 2025.


 3. Lease of Vietnam Park from MBCC expiring November 2025


Contact has been made with the Moreton City Council Community Leasing Department regarding the issue of the park maintenance. The response was positive in every way and have asked the Executive of the VVAA Bribie Island to address the issue at the Annual General Meeting and decide on what the members would like to happen.

These options could then be put in the Moreton City Council Community Leasing Department for review. The executives have come up with some options detailed below.


· Option 1 - Surrender of the lease prior to contract end date
· Option 2 - Request MBCC to take over the whole Park Maintenance at a suitable time.
· Option 3 – VVAA Bribie Island Subcontract and pay a private company to mow the park, VVAA maintain gardens
· Option 4 - Continue current agreement via an extension to the contract









After a considerable discussion where views and varying opinions regarding the options put forward by the executive committee, a consensus was reached that we as an association have members that are in our so-called twilight years and unable to work physically due not only to age but to many other factors including medical.

An agreement was reached as follows:

The members agreed that (Option 2) request Moreton Bay City Council to take over the whole Park Maintenance the suitable time being at the end of the current lease.

The membership would also like to know if consideration could be given by the council to provide a contracting gardening and mowing service for Vietnam Park Bongaree Bribie Island as they do for the Vietnam Veterans State Branch located at Remembrance House in Burpengary.

This decision will be enacted by the Executive by way of a detailed letter to the Leasing department of Moreton City Council.

There was no other business





Meeting Closed 0945

Signed President – Rod Devenish Meares

Signed Secretary – Ernie Hall


5th March 2025
